Jude Expository Series

Lesson 4 – Prophecies To Remember

Jude Expository Series – Verses 14-19


Introduction

As we pick up our place in our study, Jude had proceeded to his main purpose of identifying the lies of false teachers and had given us many “sure-fire” characteristics of such people.  These characteristics – the outward “fruit” of those who were “trees of unrighteousness” – were given in verses 8 through 13 and since this is the crucial point of Jude’s message, it would be beneficial to review them in a concise form.  The characteristics that we must avoid are:

· Defiling the flesh through the sins of unbelief, rebellion, and sexual immorality.

· Rejecting the authority of Jesus Christ as Lord and Master.

· Speaking evil of angels.

· Speaking evil of spiritual things that we do not understand.

· Walking in the way of Cain – a lack of preciseness in obeying God’s commandments.

· Erring after Balaam’s error – believing and preaching anything for monetary gain.

· Perishing in Korah’s rebellion – rejecting the need for apostolic and pastoral authority.

· Using small group fellowships to further our rebellious agenda.

· Making spiritual promises that we cannot deliver.

· Lacking good, mature fruit of the Spirit.

· Being “twice dead” by having returned to our past sinful lifestyles.

· Having our life filled with spiritual debris and shameful things resulting from spiritual wishy-washiness.

· Being as “wandering stars” – unreliable for spiritual navigation and direction.

Amidst the detailing of these specific characteristics of false teachers, Jude interrupted himself by reminding the church of some past prophecies that said false teachers would arise, and it is at that point that we resume our exegesis:

Commentary

Jude 14a - It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied,

I like the man called Enoch.  Enoch is a minor character in scripture and was the seventh descendant from the first man, Adam.  Though he is mentioned only a few times here and there in scripture, what is recorded about Enoch is intriguing and definitely indicative that he was an extraordinary man.  Enoch lived in a time when the vast majority of the earth went openly against the things of God and yet it is recorded in Genesis that Enoch “walked with God.”
  Several verses in Genesis lets us know after having the son Methuselah and other offspring, that Enoch had a unique experience at the age of three hundred and sixty-five years:

Gen 5:24 Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him. 

Somehow and for some reason, God decided to take Enoch from the earth that particular year.  The book of Hebrews, in the New Testament, gives us some extra information:

Heb 11:5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 

Here we learn that Enoch did not die as is the ordinary way to leave this life, but rather was taken alive up into glory so that suddenly he was gone and no one could find him because God had taken him!  This happened because Enoch “pleased God.”  

The only other direct reference to Enoch in the Bible giving us additional information is this mention in the book of Jude where we learn another interesting point:  Enoch “prophesied.”  To prophesy means “to speak authoritatively on behalf of God.”  Enoch heard from God and prophesied a message from God to his day and time that was yet timeless.  Before we move on to what Jude recorded as Enoch’s prophecy, we should note that Enoch prophesied in a sort by giving the Methuselah to his eldest son.  Methuselah is famous for being the oldest recorded human being, dying at the grand age of nine hundred and ninety-six years.  But there’s more to the story than that because “Methuselah” means “his death will bring,” and doing the math, we discover that Methuselah died the exact year of Noah’s Flood.  Either Methuselah died right before the Flood occurred, or died during the Flood, but either way his father’s prophecy about his death bringing something significant came true.  

Jude records another prophecy, however, one about the return of the Lord at the end of time:    

Jude 14b,15 - saying, "Behold, the Lord came with ten thousands of his holy ones, 15 to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him." 

Jude is quoting a Jewish history book entitled 1 Enoch that dates from about 95 B.C.  We do not have a complete copy of this book in the original Aramaic language, but it has been completely preserved for us by the Ethiopian church in the Ethiopian language.  Apparently, from whatever copy that he had available, Jude did his own translation into Greek and if we translate from the Ethiopian version to English, the verse that is being quoted reads like this:

‘Behold, he comes with ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgment upon them, and destroy the wicked, and reprove all the carnal for everything which the sinful and ungodly have done, and committed against him.”

This is yet another case where a New Testament writer confirms a Jewish legend as truth.  As he was writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, this part of 1 Enoch must be true, but that does not mean that all Jewish legends are true or that all of 1 Enoch is truth.  The Apostle Paul quoted from Greek poets when what they said was true and useful, but that does not mean that every part of the work of the poet cited was truth.
         

Enoch prophesied in the beginning of time – only seven generations removed from Adam – about the events of the end of time!  The Greek for what is rendered “ten thousand” here does not mean specific number but is a figure of speech for an “innumerable” figure.  Enoch joins in with many other New Testament prophecies that state that Jesus Christ will come again to earth in judgment upon sinners and evil deeds and that He will come with an army of His saints that have already been resurrected and ascended into glory
.  Jude said that Enoch prophesied “about these” false teachers and doctrines and included them in the ungodly people who would reap the judgment of God in the final days.    

To emphasize his point, Jude uses the term “ungodly” – asebeia in the Greek – to describe these people whom he is writing to warn against.  The term means “having a lack of reverence for God and the things of God.”  These men will give an account for both their ungodly deeds and their ungodly words and so Jude agrees with the full teaching of the rest of scripture that one day each of us will stand and give an account of their life, actions, and words spoken to God.  It was of this day that Enoch prophesied even back in the earliest of days!       

That Jude quotes Enoch’s prophecy from 1 Enoch here is interesting in also in that in 1 Enoch, Jehovah God is the One who is returning to the earth with thousands of holy ones to execute judgment.  Jude uses the prophecy and alludes to other New Testament passages that prophesy that Jesus will be the One returning to earth with thousands of holy ones to execute judgment!  Obviously, for such terms to be interchangeable, Jesus must be the Jehovah God revealed in visible flesh!    

Enoch’s prophecy highlights an important principal to remember and that is why Jude reminds us of it.  If Jesus is coming back one day to execute judgment upon the ungodly and if every one of us will one day stand before God and have to give an account of every deed that we have done and every word that we have said, then we should realize the importance of living our lives according to the Word of God.  Furthermore, if you are like me, there are some actions and some deeds that when you stand before God one day to give an account, you want to have “forgiven” stamped upon them and have already had the cleansing “blood of Jesus” wash them from your record!  Now is the time to cry out for forgiveness and mercy and not on that Day of Reckoning to come.  We need to remember the prophesy of Enoch and remember that such a day is coming and we had best be ready for it!    

It is a fascinating study to realize that the Bible teaches that in the last days there will arise “two witnesses” who will testify against the world leader known as the Antichrist who claims to be the Jew’s Messiah instead of Jesus.  The 11th chapter of the book of Revelation tells us that these two witnesses will prophesy for “twelve hundred and sixty days.”  They will then be killed by the Antichrist and their bodies will remain in the streets for three and a half days but while the whole world watches, God will raise them up!
 

We must look elsewhere as a clue to the identity of these two witnesses.  We know with a shadow of a doubt that one of them will be the prophet Elijah because the prophet Malachi tells us this
.  Because Moses is mentioned in the same chapter of Malachi and some of the miracles that the 11th chapter of Revelation says that the two witnesses match what Moses did for Pharaoh in the book of Exodus, some people teach that the other witness in the last days will be Moses.  The problem with that is that the scripture teaches us that “it is appointed unto man once to die”
 and Moses has definitely already died once.  He died a natural death and does not fit the pattern of Elijah’s being taken into the heavens alive.  The only other man who was taken up into heaven without seeing death was none other than Enoch.  Both Elijah and Enoch share not only that trait, but the trait of standing for righteousness in a time when almost nobody else was living for God.  And both prophesied of God’s judgment.  I believe that Enoch was translated to heaven without seeing death for a specific purpose and that there is a strong possibility that he – along with Elijah – will be the witness of God to Israel in the last days!  It could be that the world has not yet seen the last of Enoch’s prophesying even yet!         

Jude 16 - These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own sinful desires; they are loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain advantage. 

The Greek word for “grumblers” is used throughout the Greek translation of scripture
 to refer specifically to murmuring and grumbling against God.  The most frequent use in the Old Testament of the term is that of the Israelites in the time of Moses being delivered from Egypt and then growing discontent with their deliverance and complaining to God about it.  In like manner, these false teachers been delivered from sin but had grown discontent in their new life and so murmured against God and what He had done for them and returned to their old lifestyle, turning against the very God who had saved them.  

It is noteworthy to note that before they became backslidden in action, these false teachers had become backslidden in their mouth.  That is, their grumbling against God and the their new lifestyle was the first step toward completely turning their back on God and returning to their old lifestyle.  In light of such truth, we, today, must be careful about what we grumble about lest we embark on the same spiritual regression that these men did!  

The Greek word for “malcontents” might be better translated as “complainers.”  In the first century world, the Greek theater had standard characters that appeared in most every play.  One such standard character was “the complainer” – mempsimoiros in the Greek – who was the person always cursing his lot in life sort of like The Born Loser in American comic strips.  Rather than learning to be content in whatever God had given them, these ungodly men were always complaining about their life and nothing seemed to ever turn out right for them.  

Such a negative view of life is still a characteristic of ungodliness and not of godly happiness and joy!  There is power in the spoken word and if you view your life as “nothing ever turns out right for me” then usually nothing will turn out right for you simple because you spoke it as such.  Rather than copying such an ungodly example, we should allow the Holy Spirit to put optimism and true happiness and to learn to be content “in whatever state we find ourselves in.”
  Rather than complaining about what you do not have and have not seen, why not praise God and smile over what you do have and what God has already done for you?  You will find that such an attitude will breed new blessings and a bright future!            

These ungodly people mentioned by Jude “followed their own sinful desires.”  In other words, they did whatever they pleased and nobody could tell them what to do.  Such is still a trait of ungodly men and women today!  Jude also told us that “they are loud-mouthed boasters”  -- that is, “they talk big” – and so we find that these ungodly people were masters at bemoaning their circumstances to elicit maximum sympathy while at the same time puffing themselves up into appearing as something that they were not.  

They also “show favoritism to gain advantage.”   It is interesting that the Bible always views flattery in a negative light
.  Those who flatter always have an agenda and another motive; their flattery is simply a way of breaking down natural defenses against deception and loss.  It is a characteristic of the ungodly parading as righteous people that they always “tell you what you want to hear.”  Beware of such people especially among preachers and ministers and teachers – if they are preaching truth, then there will come a time where the truth is not what you especially wanted to hear, but definitely what you needed to hear!  Put another way, if a minister is preaching Christ, there will come a time where he will preach something that identifies an area that you need to change because all of us fall short of the perfect example of Christ.  Beware of a gospel or doctrine that requires no change on your behalf, because it is usually flattery trying to win you over to false teaching!  

Jude 17 - But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This verse represents a change in direction of the book of Jude.  The term “but you” signals a shift in focus from concern about false teachers to a concern for the readers of the book.  Rather than talking about “these” or “certain men,” Jude begins to address “you,” the one who are striving to follow Jesus Christ in truth.  It was common for the apostles to refer to the saints as “beloved” which means “dearly loved.”  

Jude commands us to remember the predictions of the apostles about false teachers.  He then quotes one such prediction:
Jude 18 - They said to you, "In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly passions." 

This is a reference to 2 Peter, the book that in many ways Jude mimics.  Peter wrote:

2 Peter 3:2-3 that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 

The Greek word for “scoffers” is empaiktai and these two examples are the only time that it is used in the Greek New Testament.  Obviously, Jude was quoting Peter’s example and Peter was probably referring to a verbal warning that was given by the apostles throughout the churches where they ministered.  When Jude says “they said to you” the Greek is in an “imperfect active indicative form” which means that it referred to something that was a constantly repeated action.  The apostles must have very frequently repeated certain warnings and teachings and the charge to beware of false teachers and not to fall into their snare was one such often repeated command.      

In every lesson of this series we have been warned to watch out for false teachers and to guard ourselves lest we slip from the truth of the written Word of God.  It may seem monotonous to some to hear such a warning repeated, but obviously such a subject needs such frequent reminders because only shortly after Peter had written to the church warning of such things, Jude reiterated the same warning!  If I seem like a “broken record” in this series talking about false teachers and the dangers of them, then I am only following the apostolic example and commandment of Peter and Jude.  The danger of believing a lie in doctrine or holiness lifestyle must never be far from the forefront of our mind because the easiest way for the devil to have his way in a church is through incorrect doctrine and ungodly people disguised as saints or preachers of God.     

Jude 19 - It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. 

Here, Jude gives us three final characteristics of the ungodly people.  First, “it is these who cause divisions.”  The reference is to the disunity brought about in the body of Christ by these false teachers.  True teaching divides believers from unbelievers and light from darkness.  False teaching divides in another way by separating believers from truth and from God’s will through deception.  

Many scholars believe that these false teachers of Jude’s day taught that there were “two kinds of Christians” those who were in the church and not yet “enlightened to the doctrine that grace was a license to sin” and those who through dreams and higher knowledge than the written Word of God had reached a higher understanding.  Such elitist teaching eventually became a serious error within the church known as “Gnosticism” and the Gnostics taught that only through “enlightened understanding reading between the lines of the literal meaning of scripture, could we really understand what the scripture was teaching us.”  In other words, they interpreted scripture allegorically and threw the literal meaning and application away.  Even today there are some that have fallen into this error and who divide people from truth and God’s will by such teachings.  If you have to go out of your way to explain that the Bible does not mean what the Bible says, then you are probably not “rightfully dividing the Word of God” and are rather “dividing the body of Christ!”  

These ungodly men were also “worldly people.”  In the Greek what is implied is that they follow their natural instincts rather than the commandments of God.  We must understand that our natural fleshly desires is not to do what is Godly, but rather to do the opposite of what God desires.  If we only base our morality on what we “feel is right” and what “we think is okay” then we will eventually be in spiritual error because the natural man cannot know or understand the things of God!
  The written Word of God must be the ultimate authority of our spiritual walk with God and lifestyle if we are to please Him in every way.  

These men, Jude said, were “devoid of the Spirit.”  That is to say they did not have the Holy Spirit living within their lives and bodies.  They must have at one time had the Spirit of God because they had been true believers, but apparently they had lost the Spirit of God working actively in their life.  That such a thing is even a possibility is a sobering thought.  The Holy Spirit does not leave immediately when a person willfully sins because it came into our lives to “reprove us of sin.”
  But if a person repeatedly goes against the teachings of the written Word and against the direction of the Spirit and refuses to submit to the things of God it is possible to reach a horrible place as these men had where someone who had once received God’s Spirit and was “rooted” in truth, was “devoid of the Spirit of God!  We had better guard ourselves and be sensitive to the Spirit of God and obedient to the teachings of God’s Word, lest we find ourselves in danger of being in such a place also.  

Being “devoid of the Spirit” was what resulted in these false teachers’ watering down of morality, endorsement of sin, and cheapening of grace.  We live in a time where many churches have never even had the Spirit of God move in their midst, nevertheless, have people receive the outpouring of the Holy Spirit within their services; is it any wonder that most such congregations teach grace as a license to sin and never mention the judgment to come, the everlasting fire awaiting the ungodly, or call sin what it is?  Like the ungodly men of Jude’s day, so are they – the book of Jude with all of its warnings and instructions is very relevant for the church of today!               

� See Genesis 5:24.


� Translation by Laurence, vs 2.


� Paul quoted Cleanthes and Aratus (Acts 17:28), Menander (1 Corinthians 15:33), and Epimenides (Titus 1:12).  


� See, for example, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 and Revelation 19:11-21.  


� See Revelation 11:3-12.


� See Malachi 4:5.


� See Hebrews 9:27.


� That is, the Septuagint.


� See Philippians 4:11-12.  


� See Proverbs 2:16; 6:24; 7:5; 20:19; 28:23; 29:5.  


� See 1 Corinthians 2:14.


� See John 16:8.
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